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Kent,1 had been carefully educated In the learning
and accomplishments considered necessary for a
lady of birth at Court, and she accompanied Mary
Tudor to France in 1514 for her fleeting marriage
with the valetudinarian Louis XII., related in an
earlier chapter.2 On Queen Mary's return to
England a few months afterwards with her second
husband, Charles Brandon, the youthful Anne
Boleyn remained to complete her courtly education
in France, under the care of the new Queen of
France, Claude, first wife of Francis L
When the alliance of the Emperor and England
was negotiated in 1521, and war with France
threatened, Anne was recalled home ; and in 1522
began her life in the English Court and with her
family in their various residences. Her six years
in the gay Court of Francis I. during her most
impressionable age, had made her in manner
more French than English. She can never have
been beautiful. Her face was long and thin, her
chin pointed, and her mouth hypocriticaEy prim ;
but her eyes were dark and very fine, her brows
arched and high, and her complexion dazzling.
Above all, she was supremely vain and fond of
admiration. Similar qualities to these might have
been, and doubtless were, possessed by a dozen
other high-born ladies at Henry's Court; but
1  Blickling Hall, Norfolk, is frequently claimed as her birthplace, and
even Ireland has put in its claim for the doubtful honour. ,. The evidence in
favour of Hever is, however, the strongest,
2  Mr. Brewer was strongly of opinion that Anne did not go to France
until some years afterwards, and that it was Mary Boleyn who accompanied
the Princess in 1514.    He also believed that Anne was the younger of the
two sisters.   There was, of course, some ground for both of these conten-
tions, but the evidence marshalled against them by Mr, Friedmann in an
appendix to his " Anne Boleyn" appears to me unanswerable.